Albany Cycling Club – Syd Harper Handicap – 30.4.11

Meeghan Clay broke through for her race first win in the Albany Cycling Club’s Syd Harper Handicap  last Saturday afternoon.

Clay only needed 5 and a half minutes of her 7 minute handicap to beat the field of 20 riders home in a time of 1 hour 13 minutes and 36 seconds, with her ride made all the more meritorious in that, being the lone front marker, she had to ride on her own for the whole race without the substantial benefit of sharing the work with a pack of riders.

This race, from Trudy’s Cabin to Frenchman Bay and return, is one of the shortest, at 35 kilometres, in the race calendar but is made difficult by the long uphill section from the Gap to the Jimmy Newell’s turnoff and again from Frenchman Bay to Jimmy Newhill’s. It becomes a race of survival to the top of the return hill for those in front and then a race of hoping to be able to hang on to the faster riders as they close in on the long downhill run  into Little Grove.

This is exactly the way this race unfolded with riders being dropped from their packs on the long uphill sections.  The remains of the chopping block pack of Lee Haselgrove, Craig Fildes and Richard Poole reeled in the stragglers on the return downhill and by Little Grove a large pack of some 8 riders had formed led strongly by Haselgrove, who did most of the work at the front and is in excellent form at the moment. Evergreen super veteran Vic Gladish also put in huge work near the finish.

This pack, however, was unable to catch wily 7 minute markers Geoff Cass and Jim Lie, who managed to stay away and finish second and third respectively.
Fourth and fastest overall in a nett time of 58 minutes and 12 seconds was Denmark’s Lee Haselgrove.

Next weekend is a general bye with some club members competing in the Busselton Half Ironman marathon next Saturday.

