Albany Cycling Club - Short Course Championship
The final race for the Albany Cycling Club’s 2011 season was also final of 5 championship races held throughout the course of the season.

The Short Course Championship was raced in a strong westerly wind over laps of an undulating 11 kilometre course at Lower King.

The Open mens race was keenly contested with the Championship up for grabs between Mark Sobik and Greg Connell, with Connell needing to finish in the top 3 and at least 2 positions ahead of Sobik on the day.

In the end this was not be as Steve Pearce controlled the race throughout the 4 laps and was strong enough to hold off all comers in the sprint for the line. Mark Luscombe sprinted strongly to finish second ahead of Sobik and Connell.
This resulted in Sobik being crowned the Open Champion of the Albany Cycling Club for 2011, a very meritorious win as each of his races throughout the season contained 4 or 5 riders capable of winning on the day.

The Mens Veterans race was a dead rubber as Patrick Elms had accumulated enough points in the previous 4 races to have an unassailable lead in the Championship.

5 riders started and Stephen Lee and Elms broke away half way through the first lap. Lee then dropped his chain during the second climb through Bonaccord Road, leaving Elms out the front on his own. By halfway through the third lap Lee had again broken away from the remainder of the field and caught Elms and the 2 worked hard together to put the result completely beyond doubt. Lee rode away from Elms in the final lap to record an extremely strong win, showing exactly why he had been riding from scratch in recent races.
Evergreen pocket rocket Jim Lie is the Super Veteran Champion with a strong win in his race, from Rolf Guetlich and Geoff Cass. Depite missing one race in the series Lie won 3 of the 4 races he contested and was second in the other, so is the clear champion in all senses of the term. With legs commandeered from a redundant billiard table Lie can really apply pressure on the flatter sections of the course and the pressure he applied was too much for his nearest rivals Cass and Vic Gladish and they were dropped from the race during the 3rd lap.
Marilyn Connell completed her season and return to full fitness with a win over Tammy Stone in the race for Open Women. Stone stayed with Connell well for all but the closing sections of the race, with Connell winning well by 45 seconds. This was her fourth  win in the Championship series and she is a run away and deserved winner in her category.

Albany Cycling Club – Championship Series – Final Points
Open Men:


Mark Sobik

95 points





Greg Connell

83





Steve Pearce

60

Veteran Men:


Patrick Elms

88





Stephen Lee

60





Chris White

41

Super Veteran Men:

Jim Lie

95





Vic Gladish

85





Geoff Cass

70

Open Women:


Marilyn Connell
120





Tammy Stone

70





Corinne Bracknell
60

