Albany cycling Clubs – Porongurups and Return Handicap Trophy Race.
Steve Pearce continued his recent dominance from the scratch mark with a strong win in the Albany Cycling Club’s Porongurup and Return Handicap Trophy race.

16 riders in 4 groups set out into a northerly wind and the scene was set for the race very early with the 4 man scratch pack, off 11 minutes, catching the 9 and 7 minute packs well before Napier and only 15 kilometes into the race, leaving only 4 riders off the front to reel in and a whole pile of passengers left to hang on with little hope of winning.
Despite this only 3 were dropped from this 12 man bunch through the Porongurups to the turn around point at the Porongurups store, however the fate of the race was totally decided by the turn back onto Chesterpass Rd for the run home with the 4 front runners, Kea Mumford, Jim Lee, Bill Hansen and Steve McGuire caught by the 9 remaining men of the large pack.
A strong cross tail wind meant that any ground not going uphill was covered at 50 plus kilometres per hour and the work was left to the strong men who were able to get to the front.
There were 2 very notable survivors of this manic charge home of some 40 kilometres in Jim Lie and Kea Mumford, who finished 5th and 6th respectively, both extremely impressive rides from riders hardly expected to hang on for such a distance at speed.
In the end the 9 man bunch sprint for the line was won by Pearce, from Greg Connell and Greg Newton, although the finish was somewhat marred by the appearance of a triple trailer road train at exactly the wrong time, allowing the riders no room and no margin for error.

The next race is in a fortnight with the Denmark to Albany Classic.

