Albany Cycling Club – Mt Barker to Albany Classic Handicap
Patrick Elms won the 2011 Albany Cycling Club’s Mt Barker to Albany Classic Handicap race on Saturday from a field of 27 riders.
Elms made the most of his handicap of 11 minutes and led his bunch of  7 riders, who worked together strongly,  from the front until the last corner, when he sprinted away to win in a time of 1 hour 14 minutes and 24 seconds.

Second, after a few months away from town and off the bike, was Matt Puzey with the evergreen Jim Lie riding very strongly all race to finish third.

David Smith, in his first race, contributed to the pack rotation throughout before fading a little to finish in a very respectable 6th place.
Rowan Burton led a fearsome chase by the scratch bunch of 7 riders from the start and they were able to reel in the 6 man chopping block bunch by the Narrikup turnoff. There were casualties of this fast pace along the way with a number of riders having to make their way home riding solo.

Burton rode away from the remaining 7 men with 5 kilometres to go to record the fastest actual time of the day of 1 hour 7 minutes and 51 seconds at an average speed in excess of 41 kilometres per hour.

Next Saturday’s race is the third leg of the Club Championship Series, which is the Long Course Championship race. This scratch race sees riders compete against each other in their respective categories of Open, Veteran and Super Veteran over a course around Chesterpass Road, Millbrook Road and Albany Highway. Racing commences at 1.30pm from North Albany Senior High School.
