Albany Cycling Club - Menang Handicap
22 riders turned out on a beautiful winters day to contest the Albany Cycling Club’s Menang Handicap, a 51 kilometre race over 3 laps of Anson Road, Chesterpass Road, Menang Drive and Albany Highway.

Luke Coney was a deserved winner after determinedly riding the race at his own pace and challenging his pack of 4 riders off the 10 minute mark to stay with him.

He crossed the line in a time of 1 hour 37 minutes and 1 second,  13 seconds to the good of Jim Lie, who is having a fantastically consistent season with yet another podium finish and Kea Mumford, third, who rode very strongly all race to stay with the 10 minute bunch after being caught by them on the road.

Earlier in the race Corinne Bracknell broke away from her pack of 3 on the first of the Menang Drive hills and threatened to stay away, however riding on her own into a stiff headwind along Chesterpass Road proved to be too much and she was caught on the last lap.

The scratch markers of Rowan Burton, Greg Connell, Mark Sobik, Steve Pearce and Brad Waldron caught the 4 man chopping block pack during the first lap and Burton, Pearce, Connell and chopping block’s Mike Ruttico were too strong for the others in the pursuit of the leaders.
A very lean looking Greg Connell had the fastest actual time of the day of 1 hour 20 minutes and 39 seconds.

Next week is the 4th leg of the Club Championship Series with the running of the Hill Climb Championship which starts at Bay Merchants Café, Middleton Beach and runs over around 9 agonising minutes to the top of Mount Clarence.
