Long Course Championship – Albany Cycling Club.
Race 3 of the Albany Cycling Club’s Championship Series of 5 races was contested on Saturday in absolutely ideal conditions.

Known as the Long Course Championship, this scratch race is contested over 98 kilometres for Open men, 81 kilometres for Veteran men and 58 kilometres for Super Veteran men and all ladies classes. The race was contested over laps of Anson Road, Chesterpass Road, Millbrook Road and Albany Highway.

The Open men were off first, 1 minute ahead of the Veterans, and had the almost ultimate embarrassment of being over taken by the Veteran pack of 6 riders within the first 6 kilometres of the race. This forced a change in tactics by the 6 Open riders, fingers were extracted and the natural order of the cycling world had been reinstated by the Millbrook Road turnoff.

Unfortunately new scratch rider, Andy Bell, then had a puncture and the entire Open pack stopped to try and assist only to over taken again by the Veterans.  Bell’s race finished within 10 kilometres, complete with a 10 kilometre walk home to warm down.

The eventual winner of the Open race was Greg Connell, in a photo finish with an extremely fast finishing Mark Luscombe, who showed a welcome return to race form. Officially second was Mark Sobik with Brad Waldron, topping off a very consistent few weeks racing, third
The Veterans race developed into a three way tussle between Murray Thornton, Glen Tranter and Patrick Elms by the end of the second journey along Millbrook Road, with strong contributors Luke Coney and Jim Watmore unable to survive the last two hills along this nasty part of the course.

Elms attacked in the last 300 metres of the race and was able to record his second win in as many weeks with Thornton placed second and the strongly working Tranter, third.

The Super Veterans race, for men 55 years and over,  came down to a tight sprint finish with club legend Vic Gladish narrowly defeating Jim Lie on the line with Rolf Guetlich third.

A very fit looking Tammy Stone, free from a long Triathlon season, won the Open womens event and Marilyn Connell and Corinne Bracknell fought out the Veteran womens event with Connell just prevailing on the line.

Several club members contested the World Masters Road Race Qualifying Series in Perth recently and Greg Connell and Kea Mumford have both qualified for the event to be held in Belgium later in the year, a tremendous achievement.

