Albany Cycling Club – Lancaster Rd Handicap – 26.3.11

The Albany Cycling Club’s Lancaster Road Handicap was run and won on Saturday in unseasonably hot weather that had riders seeking shade before the start of the race. 

4 laps of an undulating course along Lancaster Road, Albany Highway, Link Road were contested by 27 starters, in 5 handicap groups, with the scratch bunch of 8 riders being the largest seen off the limit mark  for some years. 

This large group, working well together at an average speed in excess of 39 kilometres per hour, was able to reel in the rest of the field by the half way point of the third lap and a large pack of some 20 riders stayed together until the final corner and the difficult uphill finish.

In the end former club champion Greg Newton was too strong in a sprint finish in which he is so hard to beat, ahead of Greg Connell and the consistent Mark Sobik, who put in another strong performance throughout the race.

Consistent super veteran Jim Lie was well able to hold his own for several laps in fast company and recorded his third finish in as many starts well inside the top 10.

Kea Mumford, one of 4 of the club’s Denmark members to contest the race, was the first woman home in an extremely meritorious 11th place.

Lucy Wellstead was voted by some as the most sensible competitor on the day: she found the weather too warm so retired at the door of the Touristville shop, bought a drink and sat under a tree to consume it.

Racing will resume on Saturday April 9th with the Elleker Handicap.

