Albany Cycling Club – Keyser Cup
Probably the most challenging race on the Albany Cycling Club’s racing calendar is the Keyser Cup Handicap Trophy race, which runs over 6 laps of a brutal, hilly course around Serpentine Road, Hanrahan Road, Carlisle Street, Grey Street West and Parade Street.

19 starters rolled off in 6 handicap groups into a brisk westerly wind and Louisa Bell, off 2 minutes, quickly broke away and led the race for 3 laps.

Katherine Hancock and Bill Hansen, working together well, were steadily closing in however by the third lap a largish bunch of 6 riders from the scratch and chopping block packs had formed and were steadily making up ground.
The hilly course meant it was difficult for the large chasing bunches to stay together and by the start of the last long downhill stretch along Hanrahan Road Hancock and Hansen had moved to the front and were looking good to stay away from the rest.  The chasing bunch had whittled itself down to Greg Newton, Greg Connell, Chris White and Mark Sobik and there was major work to be done along the hilly back section of the course.
The catch was made on the steep Parade Street climb and jockeying for sprint positions began. Greg Newton is near impossible to beat in these situations and he proved this again with a fine win in a in elapsed time of 1 hour 21 minutes and 18 seconds, from Mark Sobik with Greg Connell third.
Newton also recorded the fastest actual time of the day of 1 hour 6 minutes and 18 seconds and an incredible average speed of 35.4 kilometres per hour for the race.

Strong rides well worthy of a mention came from Chris White and Katherine Hancock, with Hancock managing to hang on, when caught, to the finish in the winning pack of very strong riders. 

Next weeks race is the Bridges Handicap which follows a scenic course around the bridges of the King and Kalgan Rivers from a start and finish point on Chester Pass Road near Mercer Road.

