Kees Glorie Memorial Handicap – Albany Cycling Club
A hot, gusty, northerly wind made conditions, with temperatures around 32 degrees,  very trying for the Albany Cycling Club’s 48 kilometre Kees Glorie Memorial Handicap last Saturday, raced over a difficult hilly course starting at Great Southern Grammar School, out to Two People Bay, Nanarup and return.

Named in memory of club member Kees Glorie, who was killed in a cycling accident in March 2010, this trophy race was won by him in 2009 in only his second year of racing.

17 hardy souls started the race in 6 groups with the scratch markers off 24 minutes. Handicapper for the day, Greg Newton, did an excellent job in producing a very close race that saw 2 different  groups form by mid race with the bunch of 5 scratch riders steadily reducing the gap between them and a leading group of 6 mid handicap riders, which became a mere 10 seconds by the last hill out of Nanarup.
However at this point in the race fate intervened with scratch riders Brad Waldron dropping his chain and Mark Sobik puncturing. This reduced the fire power of the bunch considerably as they waited for Waldron and lost Sobik in the rotation to the front of the pack.
The last 3 kilometre dash to line saw riders being shed from the larger leading group as the scratch markers steadily closed in.
In the end Club President Glen Tranter, riding strongly all race from 19 minutes, stayed away and recorded a well deserved and meritorious win in 1 hour 44 minutes, from an equally hard working Rolf Guetlich and a fast closing Greg Newton in third place.

Newton had the fastest net time for the day of 1 hour 20 minutes and 20 seconds.

The Albany Cycling Club is a very close knit group and the Kees Glorie Memorial Trophy is a highly sought after prize in the racing season.

