JW Smith Handicap – Albany Cycling Club
Denmark’s Kea Mumford continued the strong racing form she has displayed throughout the season by winning the JW Smith Handicap from 21 other starters on Saturday afternoon.

She was one of 6 female riders that contested the race, which was fantastic to see, and, off a 7 minute handicap was aided by Stuart Passmore who finished second. It was more than 40 seconds back to third placed Rolf Guetlich, followed by Geoff Cass and then minutes back to the rest.
The next 4 riders, Bill Hansen, Marilyn Connell, Vic Gladish and Meeghan Clay, also did very well to finish well ahead of the pack of 9 or 10 scratch and chopping block riders who were doing everything possible to reel them in.

These fast men clearly had a hard day out finishing more than 7 minutes back despite having the benefit of numbers. Apart from Greg Newton, who had the fastest actual time for the race of 1 hour 20 minutes and 9 seconds, other strong rides came from Mark Sobik, Stephen Lee, in his second race from the scratch mark, and Murray Howson, having put away his deck shoes for his riding shoes.
Graham Forte and Jim Watmore also worked hard as is their way of riding a bike.

The race takes in about every hill possible en route to Frenchman Bay, including a short and tough diversion to Quaranup and back, and the hilly nature of the course means that the starting packs will get broken up on the hills and the stragglers will try and tack on to the following packs and survive for as long as possible.
This was the last Handicap race of the season with only the final  race of the 5 race Championship series to come next Saturday, over the short course circuit of Prideux Road, Bonnacord Road, Chesterpass Road and Lower King Road.

