Albany Cycling Club – Hill Climb Championship
Ten minutes of torture – this would be an accurate description of the Albany Cycling Club’s annual Hill Climb Championship race from Bay Merchants Café, up around Marine Drive to the Desert Corp Memorial car park at the top of Mt Clarence.

24 riders, some would call them idiots, fronted up for the race in windy conditions, which turned out to mean a nasty headwind once riders had climbed to the second car park on Marine Drive and followed the road to the south.

The winner of the Open mens category and fastest time of the day went to reigning Albany Cycling Club Open Champion Rowan Burton in a time of 9 minutes 22 seconds, which was about 1 minute slower than his time last year, an indicator as to the difficult conditions. Second was Mark Sobik in 9 minutes 23 seconds and third Mike Ruttico in 9 minutes 44 seconds.
The first Veteran man up the hill was Steve Lee in 9 minutes  49 seconds, second was Chris White in 10 minutes 6.8 seconds and third, after warming up for the race with a ride in from Denmark, was Murray Thornton in 10 minutes 6.9 seconds.

The Super veteran category saw Geoff Cass home first, showing the benefits of his recent hill training, in a very good time of 10 minutes 52 seconds with the evergreen Vic Gladish, who has been racing with the Albany Cycling Club in its various forms since the late 1950’s, second in 12 minutes and 3 seconds. 

Corinne Bracknell was the first woman home in a time of  11 minutes 46 second ahead of Marilyn Connell in 11 minutes 49 seconds and Tammy Stone, third, in 15 minutes 13 seconds.
