Albany Cycling Club Great Southern Bicycle Company Handicap Trophy
Many Peaks and return
19 riders from the Albany Cycling Club assembled at the Albany Business Centre on Chesterpass Road for the annual Many Peaks and Return race, for the first time sponsored by the Great Southern Bicycle Company as a Trophy race.

This is one of the clubs longer events at 69 kilometres and GSB Company spokesman Mike Ruttico quipped that this race had similarities to the Northern Classics in France and Belgium with hills, open plains, wineries and wind.

Wind there certainly was and, as the riders set out in 4 groups into it from the west north west, it was clear that on the return journey of some 35 kilometres there would be nowhere to hide.

The unusually large scratch pack of some 10 riders was headed by Greg Newton, Steve Pearce, Greg Connell and Mark Sobik and, as they chased down the front runners, there was obviously going to be some pain for the slightly weaker riders and this was certainly evident with the pack whittled down to 4 or 5 of the strong men by the turnaround.
The Chopping Block pack of Jim Watmore, Graham Forte, Patrick Elms and Jim Lie were making the most of their generous 13 minute start over scratch and had maintained a sizeable lead by the turnaround but were still 3 and a half minutes behind Kea Mumford and Bill Hansen, having started 5 minutes behind them.

The turnaround point at the Many Peaks store saw the riders head back into a block headwind for the first few kilomteres and, most surprisingly, none of the 3 main packs saw each other again for the rest of the race.

Hansen and Mumford did a magnificent job riding back alone into the wind, with Hansen winning narrowly from Mumford, in a time of 2 hours 5 minutes and 44 seconds, over 2 minutes ahead of Elms, third, Watmore and Forte.

Scratch, having briefly gained and then lost a few of the stragglers along the way, was another 1 minute and 30 seconds back with Greg Newton recording the fastest actual time of the day of 1 hour 52 minutes and 25 seconds.

Next week sees the challenging and picturesque Porongurups and Return Handicap, a race of some 86 kilometres and the longest of the Club’s handicap races. Start time is 1.30pm from the Albany Business Centre on Chesterpass Road.
