Albany Cycling Club – Elleker Handicap
Bill Hansen broke through for his first win in last Saturday’s Albany Cycling Club Elleker Handicap race.

Conditions were far from ideal for the race of 5 laps around the Elleker – Grassmere loop, with more than half of the 9.5 kilometre circuit being into a steady headwind.

Hansen worked strongly, starting from the 5 minute mark, and was able to lead his group of 3 to the line almost 3 minutes ahead of a marauding pack of 12 of the club’s strongest riders in an elapsed time of 1 hour 23 minutes and 18 seconds.

Kea Mumford continued her strong start to the season finishing in second place, after warming up for the race with a ride in (into the wind) from Denmark, with visitor Brian Retallack third.

Fastest time for the race was by Greg Newton off scratch in 1 hour 10 minutes and 17 seconds at an average speed well in excess of 39 kilometres per hour.

Next Saturday sees the second staging of the Kees Glorie Memorial Handicap, one of the club’s most challenging races from Lower Kalgan to Two Peoples Bay, Nanarup and return.
Named in honour of club member Kees Glorie, who was tragically killed whilst riding his bicycle to work in March 2010, this trophy race will be keenly contested, none more so than by inaugural winner Geoff Cass.

Starting at the Great Southern Grammar School at 2pm there will be fine spectator vantage points along the Nanarup Rd, especially during the return leg when the faster riders will attain speeds in excess of 70 kilometres per hour down past Gull Rock Road.
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Bill Hansen about to launch into his winning sprint ahead of Kea Mumford
