Denmark to Albany Classic Handicap Trophy
Scratch rider Mark Sobik recorded his first road race win with the Albany Cycling Club when he won the Classic Trophy Race from Denmark to Albany last Saturday afternoon from 21 other riders.

Unseasonally warm weather with a cross tail wind meant that a fast ride was in store and this proved to be the case in a race, superbly handicapped by guest handicapper Graham Forte, where the scratch riders averaged over 41 kilometres per hour for the 49 kilometre journey.

All 5 handicap groups worked well together in their rotations with scratch riders, led by Mark Sobik, Brad Waldron, Steve Lee and Mark Luscombe, not catching the chopping block pack led strongly by pocket dynamo Graham Forte, Murray Thornton, Lee Haselgrove and Craig Fildes until 32 kilometres into the race.
Two riders, Mark Bailey and Richard Poole, dropped from the 13 minute pack, did well to hang with the large pack of 12 riders that formed from scratch and chopping block as the chase was on to catch what was, by then, 3 front runners in the consistent Jim Lie, Marilyn Connell and Nathan Hull.

By the final and difficult George Street hill most of the survivors of the starting bunches were together and it was here that Sobik launched his attack and was able to catch Lie, who was by this time threatening to steal a fine win, right on the crest of the last hill, 1 kilometre from the finish. Sobik’s winning time was an elapsed 1 hour 29 minutes, 13 seconds. He was also fastest with an actual time of 1 hour, 12 minutes and 13 seconds.
Murray Thornton was an extremely meritorious second and is looking very fit for the forthcoming “Tour de Timor” International Mountain Bike Race he is riding in a month’s time in East Timor, along with fellow club members Mark Luscombe, who is starting to ride into strong form, Greg Newton and Kea Mumford.
Brad Waldron continued his strong racing form to finish third.

Marilyn Connell was winner of the trophy for the first female home, finishing in tenth place overall, in a time of 1 hour 21 minutes and 44 second at an impressive average speed of over 36 kilometres per hour.

