Albany Cycling Club – Denmark Handicap

Scratch rider Steve Pearce won the Albany Cycling Club’s Denmark Handicap in beautiful, still, fine winter conditions last Saturday afternoon.

This is one of the most attractive races on the race calendar, from Denmark Town Centre, out along Scotsdale Rd to the end of the bitumen, then back up to McLeod Road and South Coast Highway back into Denmark, a total of 57 kilometres.

Starting from the back mark of 18 and a half minutes, with Greg Newton and Greg Connell, Pearce worked hard at the front throughout the race to record a fine win in a sprint finish from Newton and Chris White.

The 6 man chopping block pack, riding from 18 minutes, was reeled in by the scratch bunch within the first 6 kilometres of the race and, as the road tilted upwards, there were very few contributors to the work at the front, apart from Newton and Pearce, and a couple of casualties with Patrick Elms then Glen Tranter dropped on the climb up to McLeod Road.
Further up the road Graham Forte and Jim Lie, riding from 10 minutes, were pushing along and they caught the 5 man 8 minute group and front markers Meeghan Clay, Jacqui Grieve, Bronwyn Alley and Arthur Tonkin by the turnaround point.

The long downhill off the top of Mcleod Road saw the speed limit of 80 kilomteres per hour seriously challenged by the stronger riders and the survivors of the starting bunches came together by the turn onto South Coast Highway and this large pack stayed together until Newton and Pearce attacked on the rolling hills with 5 kilometres to go.

A great afternoon’s racing, superbly organized and marshalled by the Denmark members with all participants staying to enjoy the after race hospitality.

