Albany Cycling Club – Criterium Championships – March 19th 2011
Fine conditions greeted competitors for the 2nd race of the Albany Cycling Club Championship series with the running of the Criterium Championship around Eyre Park on Saturday afternoon. Spectators enjoyed some sunshine and some close and fast racing.
The Open and Veteran categories raced for 30 minutes and then 1 lap on the bell and the Super Veterans and Women completed 20 minutes and 1 lap.

Steve Pearce showed his Perth racing form in his first outing as member of the ACC with a powerhouse performance in the Open race. He rode away from a strong field of 6 after only 18 minutes and the bunch were unable to organize a meaningful chase and reel him in.  He maintained a 20 second lead for much of this time leaving the others to sprint for the minor placings, Greg Connell winning the bunch sprint for second from Mike Ruttico.
The wily Graham Forte pulled off a great tactical manoeuvre in the Veterans race by taking the lead late in the final lap, hitting the final corner first and leaving the rest of the field unable to catch him in the sprint to line. Second was Patrick Elms ahead of a fast finishing Chris White.

Jim Lie made it 2 wins from 2 starts for the season with a great sprint win in the Super Veterans race from Ralph Flowers and Geoff Cass.
Unfortunately there were only 2 competitors in the Women’s race, which was won by Marilyn Connell over Suzanne Peacock.

The road season proper starts this coming Saturday with the Lancaster Road Handicap, starting at 2pm at the Hicks Park Trotting Track. Spectators are most welcome on the course which runs Lancaster road, Albany Highway and Link road for 4 laps.

For more information on the Albany Cycling Club please visit our website: www. albanycycleclub.com.au
