Albany Cycling Club – Bridges Handicap
Jim Watmore was the winner of the Albany Cycling Club’s Bridges Handicap race on Saturday afternoon.

Watmore,  a highly regarded and experienced member of the club, later said that the conditions encountered during the race were among the worst he’s ever experienced, with heavy rain and a bitingly cold south westerly wind causing most riders to shiver and shake at the post race presentations.

Only 14 riders started this 56 kilometre race around the bridges of the King and Kalgan Rivers and pouring rain along the initial part of the course on Mercer Road set the scene for the rest of the afternoon.

The second pack away of Watmore, Luke Coney, Katherine Hancock and Geoff Cass worked hard to maintain a 9 minute lead over the chasing chopping block and scratch packs at the first tranversing of the Upper Kalgan Bridge.

The large chasing pack, headed by Greg Connell, Greg Newton, Andy Bell, Craig Fildes and Murray Thornton, had hardly made up any ground during the second lap around Mead Road, Nanarup Road and Hunton Road, and, on setting out for the 20 kilometre journey home along Hassell Highway into the south westerly, there was much work to be done to catch the leaders.
The hard work done by Watmore and Coney throughout the race paid off handsomely, with Watmore a popular winner from Cass, Hancock and Coney.

The chasing pack were several minutes behind, with Greg Newton, after having his fire lit by a sprint challenge from Connell, finishing fourth from Connell, fifth.

The next race in the calendar will be in 3 weeks time with the very attractive and challenging Denmark Handicap race from Denmark town around Scotsdale Road to Mt McLeod and return.

